
Chapter 1: Basic Questions				    8

What is religion?						      11

What is myth?						      14

What is sin?						      17

What is salvation?						      19

What is faith?						      22

What is the Bible?						      25

How is Christianity related to other religions?		  33

Christianity Compared with Other Religions			  34

Different Types of Christianity				    37

Key points you need to know				    38
Further reading						      40

Chapter 2: Christianity and the Divine		  42

Sacred and profane					     42

Sacred time						      44

Sacred space						      48

Sacred symbols and artifacts 				    52

Sacred interactions						     58

Sacred personages						     61

Saints in Christian Tradition				    65

Sacred metatime						      66

Key points you need to know				    71
Further reading						      72

CONTENTS



Chapter 3: The Historical and Intellectual  
Context of Christianity					     74

Judaism							       75

Some Important Dates in the History of Israel and Judah	 86

The Greco-Roman world					     91

Early Roman Emperors 					     95

Key points you need to know				    102
Further reading						      103

Chapter 4: The Founder  
and Foundational Documents				   104

Jesus Christ						      105

The Jesus of the New Testament				    105

The historical Jesus and the Christ of faith			   120

A brief overview of the life of Jesus				   127

The Christian Scriptures					     130

Canon							       131

The Old Testament						     131

The New Testament					     136

Key points you need to know				    141
Further reading						      142

Chapter 5: Defining Christianity			   144

Approaches to the History of the Church			   145

The First Century						      147

Peter, James, and other leaders of the Jewish mission	 147

Paul and other leaders of the Gentile mission		  150

The Break with Judaism					     157

Developments within Christianity				    160

The Apostolic Fathers					     163

A Jewish or Greco-Roman Religion?			   164



Tertullian							       167

Justin Martyr, Philo, and Clement of Alexandria		  170

Origen							       175

Key points you need to know				    178
Further reading						      179

Chapter 6: Conflict and Persecution			  181

Internal Struggles						      182

Orthodoxy and heresy					     183

Marcion, Montanus, and the problem of revelation		  192

The Apologists and the Great Church			   198

External Struggles						     209

Early persecutions						     209

The first widespread, imperial persecutions			  212

The Great Persecution					     218

Key points you need to know				    223
Further reading						      224

Chapter 7: The Triumph of Christianity		  225

Three early emperors					     226

The Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople			  235

Ecumenical Creeds						     241

Theological reflection, East and West			   243

The monastic reaction					     257

The Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon			   260

Key points you need to know				    265
Further reading						      266

Chapter 8: Power Shift					     267

The fall of the Western Roman Empire			   268

The rise of the Eastern Roman Empire			   273



The emergence of Islam					     277

Christianity reascendant					     279

Early Christian Missions					     280

Key points you need to know				    282
Further reading						      282

Chapter 9: Christendom at its Height		  284

The Byzantine Empire					     285

The Holy Roman Empire and Christian Europe		  289

The rise of the papacy					     301

Some Important Early and Medieval Popes			   302

Holy war							       312

The Crusades						      322

Key points you need to know				    324
Further reading						      325

Chapter 10: Winds of Change				   327

Theological Developments					     328

The Renaissance and Christian Humanism			   336

Efforts to Reform the Church				    339

Mendicant monasticism					     339

Mystics							       342

The Conciliar Movement					     346

Forerunners of the Protestant Reformation			   348

Early Reformers						      348

Christianity beyond the Mediterranean World		  352

Key points you need to know				    357
Further reading						      358



Chapter 11: Upheaval in the Church			  360

The End of the Middle Ages				    361

The Protestant Reformation				    362

Luther and the Reformation in Germany			   362

Zwingli and the Swiss Reformation				    369

Anabaptists and the Radical Reformation			   370

Calvin and the Reformed tradition				    373

Reformers of the Church					     376

The Reformation in England				    377

The Reformation in Scotland				    379

Protestantism in Scandinavia				    380

The spread of Protestantism				    380

The Catholic Reformation					     383

Protestantism Settles In					     388

The Thirty Years’ War					     388

Persecution of the French Huguenots			   391

The Puritan Revolution					     393

Key points you need to know				    398
Further reading						      399

Chapter 12: Orthodoxy					     401

Different Types of Orthodoxy				    402

Catholic Orthodoxy						     402

Lutheran Orthodoxy					     406

Reformed Orthodoxy					     409

Eastern Orthodoxy						     413

Reactions to Orthodoxy					     416

Rationalism						      416

Spiritualism						      424

Pietism							       427

Key points you need to know				    431
Further reading						      433



Chapter 13: Old World and New World		  434

The Church in the United States				    435

The colonial period						     435

The Salem Witch Trials					     439

The Great Awakening					     441

The new nation						      443

The Civil War and its aftermath				    447

Post-Reconstruction America				    449

New Denominations					     452

The Church in Europe					     452

The Church in Latin America and the Caribbean		  459

Key points you need to know				    462
Further reading						      464

Chapter 14: Diversification and Expansion	 465

Developing Theology					     466

Protestant Theology					     466

Catholic Theology						      470

Pope Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors				    475

List of Ecumenical Councils					    477

Global Missions						      481

Key points you need to know				    488
Further reading						      489

Chapter 15: The Church and the Modern World	 491

Globalization: war, economy, technology, Christianity	 492

Eastern Christianity					     502

Roman Catholicism						     507

Some Important Modern Popes				    508

Neo-Orthodoxy, Christian realism,  
	 and Christian existentialism				    516



The rise of Protestant fundamentalism			   522

World War II and its aftermath				    523

The Ecumenical Movement					    530

Key points you need to know				    532
Further reading						      533

Chapter 16: A Denominational/ 
	 Traditional Perspective				    536

Varieties of church polity					     539

Catholic Churches						      543

Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches			   549

Anglican and Episcopal Churches				    555

Churches of the Magisterial Reform				   558

Free Churches						      560

Some Denominations in the Free Church Tradition		  562

Pentecostal and Neocharismatic Churches			   568

Some Denomination in the Pentecostal/ 
	 Neocharismatic Tradition				    570

The Ecumenical Movement					    573

Another way to look at denominations			   576

Key points you need to know				    579
Further reading						      580

Chapter 17: A Geographical Perspective		  582

The Church in Europe					     584

The Church in Asia						     585

The Church in North America				    588

The Church in Latin America and the Caribbean		  589

The Church in Africa					     590

African Independent Churches				    591

The Church in Australia and Oceania			   596

Key points you need to know				    598
Further reading						      599



Chapter 18: A Doctrinal Perspective			  600

The Trinity							      601

The Holy Spirit						      604

Justification by faith					     609

Church and state						      610

Eschatology						      614

Dispensational Premillennialism				    618

Traditional and progressive churches			   620

Key points you need to know				    623
Further reading						      625

Chapter 19: A Liturgical Perspective		  626

Early Christian worship					     628

The Lord’s Prayer						      631

Liturgical (high-church) worship				    632

Several Short Traditional Prayers				    637

Traditional (low-church) worship				    639

A Prayer Commonly Attributed to Francis of Assisi		  641

Sinner’s Prayer						      643

Contemplative worship					     644

Clergy attire						      645

Key points you need to know				    648
Further reading						      649

Chapter 20: Christianity and Science		  650

Cosmology I: The heliocentric universe			   651

Geology							       654

Cosmology II: The Big Bang				    656

Dating the Earth and the Universe 				   658

Biology							       660

Evidence of Human Ancestors				    665



Key points you need to know				    667
Further reading						      668

Chapter 21: Christianity and the Arts		  670

Visual arts							      671

Architecture						      676

Music							       682

Christian Protest Music					     685

Drama							       686

Literature							       689

Key points you need to know				    693
Further reading, listening, watching, or observing	 693

Chapter 22: Christian Ethics and Politics		  695

Christ and culture						      696

Christ and Culture						      698

Sexual mores						      699

Life and death						      703

Wealth and poverty					     710

Christianity and politics					     712

Key points you need to know				    717
Further reading						      718

Chapter 23: Christianity and Other Religions	 719

Christianity and spirituality					    720

The Desert Saints						      722

Christian approaches to other religions			   724

Christianity and Judaism					     726

Christianity and Islam					     732

Christianity and the religions of South and East Asia	 735

Christianity and Secularism					    738



Key points you need to know				    740
Further reading						      741

Chapter 24: Conclusion					    743

Timeline of Christian History				    749

Appendix I: Selection of Old Testament Passages 	 755

The original promise					     755

The wonderful child					     755

The suffering servant					     757

The ruling king						      760

Appendix II: Important Christian Creeds		  763

The Nicene Creed (original 325 version)			   763

The Nicene Creed (as modified in 381)			   763

The Apostle’s Creed					     764

The Lord’s Prayer						      765

Appendix III: Common Prayers			   765

The Jesus Prayer						      766

Ave Maria (Hail Mary)					     766

Gloria Patri (Glory to the Father)				    766

Rosary							       766

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)				    767

Sanctus							       767

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)					     767

Te Deum							       767

The Prayer of St. Francis					     768

Sinner’s Prayer						      769

Bibliography						      770


	Chapter 1: Basic Questions
	What is religion?
	What is myth?
	What is sin?
	What is salvation?
	What is faith?
	What is the Bible?
	How is Christianity related to other religions?
	Christianity Compared with Other Religions
	Different Types of Christianity
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 2: Christianity and the Divine
	Sacred and profane
	Sacred time
	Sacred space
	Sacred symbols and artifacts 
	Sacred interactions
	Sacred personages
	Saints in Christian Tradition

	Sacred metatime
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 3: The Historical and Intellectual Context of Christianity
	Judaism
	Some Important Dates in the History of Israel and Judah
	The Greco-Roman world
	Early Roman Emperors Important for Their Impact on Christianity
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 4: The Founder and Foundational Documents
	Jesus Christ
	The Jesus of the New Testament

	The historical Jesus and the Christ of faith
	A brief overview of the life of Jesus

	The Christian Scriptures
	Canon
	The Old Testament
	The New Testament
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 5: Defining Christianity
	The First Century
	Peter, James, and other leaders of the Jewish mission
	Paul and other leaders of the Gentile mission
	The Break with Judaism
	Developments within Christianity
	The Apostolic Fathers



	A Jewish or Greco-Roman Religion?
	Origen
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading

	Tertullian
	Justin Martyr, Philo, and Clement of Alexandria

	Approaches to the History of the Church

	Chapter 6: Conflict and Persecution
	Internal Struggles
	Orthodoxy and heresy
	Marcion, Montanus, and the problem of revelation
	The Apologists and the Great Church


	External Struggles
	Early persecutions
	The first widespread, imperial persecutions
	The Great Persecution
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 7: The Triumph of Christianity
	Three early emperors
	The Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople
	Ecumenical Creeds

	Theological reflection, East and West
	The monastic reaction
	The Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 8: Power Shift
	The fall of the Western Roman Empire
	The rise of the Eastern Roman Empire
	The emergence of Islam
	Christianity reascendant
	Early Christian Missions
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 9: Christendom at its Height
	The Byzantine Empire
	The Holy Roman Empire and Christian Europe
	The rise of the papacy
	Some Important Early and Medieval Popes

	Holy war
	The Crusades
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 10: Winds of Change
	Theological Developments
	The Renaissance and Christian Humanism
	Efforts to Reform the Church
	Mendicant monasticism
	Mystics
	The Conciliar Movement
	Forerunners of the Protestant Reformation
	Early Reformers



	Christianity beyond the Mediterranean World
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 11: Upheaval in the Church
	The End of the Middle Ages
	The Protestant Reformation
	Luther and the Reformation in Germany
	Zwingli and the Swiss Reformation
	Anabaptists and the Radical Reformation
	Calvin and the Reformed tradition
	Reformers of the Church

	The Reformation in England
	The Reformation in Scotland
	Protestantism in Scandinavia
	The spread of Protestantism


	The Catholic Reformation
	Protestantism Settles In
	The Thirty Years’ War
	Persecution of the French Huguenots
	The Puritan Revolution
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 12: Orthodoxy
	Different Types of Orthodoxy
	Catholic Orthodoxy
	Lutheran Orthodoxy
	Reformed Orthodoxy
	Eastern Orthodoxy


	Reactions to Orthodoxy
	Rationalism
	Spiritualism
	Pietism
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 13: Old World and New World
	The Church in the United States
	The colonial period
	The Salem Witch Trials
	The Great Awakening
	The new nation
	The Civil War and its aftermath
	Post-Reconstruction America
	New Denominations



	The Church in Europe
	The Church in Latin America and the Caribbean
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 14: Diversification and Expansion
	Developing Theology
	Protestant Theology
	Catholic Theology
	Pope Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors
	List of Ecumenical Councils



	Global Missions
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 15: The Church and the Modern World
	Globalization: war, economy, technology, Christianity
	Eastern Christianity
	Roman Catholicism
	Some Important Modern Popes

	Neo-Orthodoxy, Christian realism, and ­Christian existentialism
	The rise of Protestant fundamentalism
	World War II and its aftermath
	The Ecumenical Movement
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 16: A Denominational/Traditional Perspective
	Varieties of church polity
	Catholic Churches
	Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches
	Anglican and Episcopal Churches
	Churches of the Magisterial Reform
	Free Churches
	Some Denominations, or Groups of Denominations, in the Free Church Tradition

	Pentecostal and Neocharismatic Churches
	Some Denominations, or Groups of Denominations, in the Pentecostal/Neocharismatic Tradition
	The Ecumenical Movement


	Another way to look at denominations
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 17: A Geographical Perspective
	The Church in Europe
	The Church in Asia
	The Church in North America
	The Church in Latin America and the Caribbean
	The Church in Africa
	African Independent Churches

	The Church in Australia and Oceania
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 18: A Doctrinal Perspective
	The Trinity
	The Holy Spirit
	Justification by faith
	Church and state
	Eschatology
	Dispensational Premillennialism

	Traditional and progressive churches
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 19: A Liturgical Perspective
	Early Christian worship
	The Lord’s Prayer

	Liturgical (high-church) worship
	Several Short Traditional Prayers, Used Especially in Liturgical Worship or Private Meditation

	Traditional (low-church) worship
	A Prayer Commonly Attributed to Francis of Assisi
	Sinner’s Prayer


	Contemplative worship
	Clergy attire
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 20: Christianity and Science
	Cosmology I: The heliocentric universe
	Geology
	Cosmology II: The Big Bang
	Dating the Earth and the Universe 

	Biology
	Evidence of Human Ancestors
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading




	Chapter 21: Christianity and the Arts
	Visual arts
	Architecture
	Music
	Christian Protest Music

	Drama
	Literature
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading, listening, watching, or observing



	Chapter 22: Christian Ethics and Politics
	Christ and culture
	Christ and Culture

	Sexual mores
	Life and death
	Wealth and poverty
	Christianity and politics
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 23: Christianity and Other Religions
	Christianity and spirituality
	The Desert Saints

	Christian approaches to other religions
	Christianity and Judaism
	Christianity and Islam
	Christianity and the religions of South and East Asia
	Christianity and Secularism
	Key points you need to know
	Further reading



	Chapter 24: Conclusion
	Timeline of Christian History

	Appendix I: Selection of Old Testament Passages 
	The original promise
	The wonderful child
	The suffering servant
	The ruling king

	Appendix II: Important Christian Creeds
	The Apostle’s Creed
	The Lord’s Prayer

	Appendix III: Common Prayers
	The Jesus Prayer
	Ave Maria (Hail Mary)
	Gloria Patri (Glory to the Father)
	Rosary
	Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)
	Sanctus
	Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
	Te Deum
	The Prayer of St. Francis
	Sinner’s Prayer

	Bibliography

